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Dear Friends of Aruna Partnership,

We all share the critical responsibility of caring for our planet. In light of this, we would like to 
tell you about Shanthimalai’s Environmental Stewardship program, which is dear to Aruna 
Partnership’s heart.

The people of India are profoundly impacted by climate change, a continuing threat to agriculture, 
water security, and the livelihoods of millions, particularly those in rural communities. The 
Environmental Stewardship program run by Shanthimalai, our partner in South India, works in 
coordination with the local government to keep the area around the mountain Arunachala “clean 
and green” through a group of integrated initiatives.

One exciting initiative is the Green Earth Mission. With the participation of students from local 
schools, the Green Earth Mission has planted thousands of native, drought resistant trees. 
Planting trees is crucial for combating climate change, as trees absorb carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere, release oxygen, and reduce greenhouse gas levels. Trees are also essential for 
alleviating water scarcity, as they replenish groundwater reserves and improve water quality.

The Green Earth Mission encourages future generations to learn how to take meaningful action. 
Students learn about various types of trees, how to plant and care for them, and about the 
animals that live among the trees, such as birds and deer. Most students come from families who 
don’t have land. This program creates an opportunity for them to develop a deeper, respectful 
relationship with the Earth. With Aruna Partnership’s support, the Environmental Stewardship 
program hopes to include more students in its mission and to plant as many trees as possible!

To learn more about Environmental Stewardship at Shanthimalai go to  
https://arunapartnership.org/environmental-stewardship/ 
If you would like to support the Environmental Stewardship Program and its exciting initiatives, 
please click this link https://arunapartnership.org/donate. 
100% of your donation will go to the Environmental Stewardship Program.


